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(JENKATAKRISHNA DIKSHITA the author
\/#{ of this poem was & contemporary of Rama
‘?" V20 bhadea Dikesbita and flourished gt the Court of
Eing Sahap 1 of Tanjore 1684—171) A D In the
year 1693 King Sahaj founded a rew village on the
banks of the Cauvery near Kumbakovam named Sahay
rajapuram or Tiruvasalore and made a free gift of the
same to several of the learned Pandits of hiz Court
About forty five Pandits were thus rewasrded and
Venkatakrigshna Dikabita was ope of them He 18 the
aathor of three other works bestdes this viz  Sn Rama
chandrodayakavyam  Uttara Champn and Kusala
vavijayaoatakam  In the last named drama the putbor
speaks of himself as lollows 10 the prelude —
afy gg TYEFITR]
Frgier fromamdra galuimoma @
OMIEAFERGIRAGT wgrerisadgreg Taf-
JgrEwRsdly Fema w5y )
WngTefafiin gor
Jafguimfrasgufaan
sAFaauEfgatiad
' g@ aglmRs gy i
aresd) PraEvEsTTaEaE R
aFI AT FEEHTAEFA |
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=% Freagn REFefaIE-
P ey agaciser aa. fmar
From the shove stanzas 1t 15 clesar that Veoksta-
krishua Dikshita won his laurels not only at the Coort
of Tanjore bub slso ab the Courts of Seringapatam,
Tricktnopoly and Chenpt  That he was held m high
esteem by his contemporaries 1s evidenced by one of
them vz, Viraraghavayaiva spesking of him as follows
FgeFomEi sRTImAEAsT |
weTR W § N vayfaTieEr |l
The last stanza 1n each canto of this poem
states that 1t was composed by ona Gopala Bhupala
But 1t was not so Gopala was one of the Governors
deputed by Sivan I to rule over a fort some four
or five miles distant from Chidambaram Qur author
waa born at a willage named Pallakkacher: some
twenty miles distant from South Arcot  And before he
attaired fame st the courts of Sernpapatam ete, he was
& protegé of the ssid Gopala Bhupala tsaching him bow to
¢omposo poems {vide Stanza 49 Cento I) It was during
thig pertod that he wrote this kavga and attributed
1ts authorship to his then bevefactor Gopala Bhupala
Qur thanks are due to Brakmasn T S Kuppuswamy
Sastuigal of Tanjore who sent us the manuseript of ths
poem for publication

. K. Balzsubrahmanyam.
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